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Dear Bethel Community Members, 

     With tournaments right around the corner, we’re in the final month of bas-
ketball season.  Watching our students participate in basketball, band, and all 
the other school activities gives our parents, staff, and community members a 
great deal of enjoyment, not to mention the students themselves, who also gain 
leadership and teamwork skills.  As fun and as important as these events are, 
we always remember that our mission at Bethel is the education of our stu-
dents. 
     As you know from previous newsletters and discussions, as a result of in-
creased expenses, with no increases in funding from the state, Bethel needs 
additional revenue to continue our district’s tradition of quality education.  
With this in mind, the Board of Education has voted to place a ¾% earned in-
come tax on the May, 2010 ballot.  This earned income tax will be calculated 
on salary and wages only; it will not be collected on incomes from retirement, 
Social Security, interest, and dividends, for example. 
     Even as we work to get information out about this upcoming issue on the 
ballot, we continue to look for ways to reduce our expenses.  We welcome any 
ideas you have and will be happy to consider and discuss those with you.  I 
again encourage you to attend board meetings and upcoming community meet-
ings so that you can ask your board members or me any questions you have 
about our finances and any possible options. 
     If you are interested in getting more involved, we are forming a committee 
to spearhead our commitment of informing every community member about 
the levy.  
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If you’re interested, just let me or a board member know.  Our goal is to lis-
ten and share information with everyone so every community member can 
make an educated decision about the future of Bethel Schools May 4. 
     As always, you are welcome to call me at 845-9414 or to email me at 
hooverr@bethel.k12.oh.us.  Thank you for all you do to support Bethel and 
our hard-working students.     
       Bob Hoover 
                  Superintendent 

Bethel Transportation!! 
     The Bethel School District currently operates 13 regular 
bus routes and transports approximately 610 students to 
and from school each day.  During the 2008-2009 school 
year, the buses operated by the school district recorded 
approximately 160,400 miles on regular bus routes and 
approximately 19,000 miles transporting students to ath-
letic contests and/or class field trips.  All this was accom-

plished with no accidents 

The regular bus drivers employed by the school district are: 
Jeff Allender  Danice Barker  Connie Bir 
D’Ann Crabtree  William Hardert  Glenda Holland 
Claudia Holtvogt  Jennifer James  Dennis Lawson 
Cathy Mihalovich Renae Preston  Diane Styrcula 
Jackie Vasvary  

Other employees working with the transportation system are: 
 Robin Kasten - Transportation Aide 
 Emily Mann  -  Transportation Aide 
 Robert Shadowens  -  Transportation Aide 
 Steve Hoke - Bus Mechanic 
 Gayle Rhoades  - Operations Secretary/Substitute Driver 
  We are extremely proud of our bus drivers. We believe that their 
job is one of the most difficult  jobs in education.  Next time you have an 
opportunity to speak to one of our bus drivers be sure to thank them for a 
JOB WELL DONE. 

             Michael Johnston 
              Transportation Supervisor 

 



Next Regular Meeting of the  

Bethel Board of Education 

7:00 p.m. Monday, March 8, 2010 

Bethel School Auditorium 

Annual Music Boosters Lasagna Dinner 
 
    The annual Music Booster Lasagna Dinner will be held March 16, 2010, 
from 5:00 – 7:30 p.m. in the high school gym and multi purpose room.  Din-
ner includes lasagna, breadsticks, and salad, and the price is still just $4.00 for 
an adult meal and $2.00 for a child's meal.   Homemade desserts will also be 
available for purchase, and the great musical entertainment is free!  Forms 
were sent home with students in grades 3-6, junior high, and high school mu-
sic students asking for dinner donations and volunteers.  If you did not yet 
receive a form but would like to donate food or your time, or if you have any 
questions, please contact Scelese Gooslin-Swinderman at 667-4573 or 
swindys@woh.rr.com.  Thank you for your continued support.  The lasagna 
dinner is open to the public.  Students from the Elementary, Junior High, and 
High School Music Department will be performing the entire evening.  Pro-
ceeds benefit the Music Departments at Bethel Schools. 

In, Out, and Around 
 
     Congratulations to 2009 Bethel Graduate Emily Jones.  Emily was named 
to the Dean's List for the 1st Quarter of classes at Johnson & Wales Univer-
sity in Charlotte, North Carolina.  Emily is studying Culinary Art. 
     Congratulations to 2003 Bethel Graduate Danny Elam and his wife 
Rachael.  They are expecting twins in August!!! 
     Congratulations to Bethel Junior High teacher Leah Larkins and her hus-
band Ben on the birth of their daughter Brinleigh Reece. 
     Congratulations to expecting Bethel teachers, Julie Hunter, Krissy Walsh, 
Heather Reittinger, and Barb Risner.  Is there something in the water???? 



Immunization Requirements for Entrance Into 
Kindergarten 
 
     The child must have: 
     *At least 4 doses of DPT (diphtheria, tetanus, pertussis), with the last 
dose given on or after the 4th birthday. 
     *Polio-At least 3 doses of IVP or 3 doses of OPV.  4 doses are required if 
a combination of IPV and OPV were received.  In all cases, the final dose 
must be given on or after the 4th birthday. 
     *Varicella-2 doses--2nd dose is a new Health department requirement 
beginning fall 2010 . 
     *Hepatitis B—3 doses 
     *MMR (measles, mumps, rubella)—2 doses—1st dose after the first 
birthday and a second dose before entrance to kindergarten . 
     *IMPORTANT!  We must have record of a physical exam done 
within the calendar year of entry to kindergarten.  If you have any ques-
tions, please contact Mrs. Campbell, School Nurse. 

Annual Pancake Breakfast, February 27, 2010 

     The Junior Class Prom Committee would like to offer to make you break-
fast, or maybe lunch.  Bring the whole family Saturday, February 27 from 
9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. for a great treat.  Join us in the high school multi pur-
pose room.  There will be light fluffy pancakes, choice of meat and drink for 
only $4.00.  The prom committee struggles each year to earn enough money 
to provide a facility, DJ, decorations, and gifts for the prom attendees.  
Please come out and support us.  This has become quite a tradition.  This is 
also Bee Ball Day, so come and eat some breakfast and cheer for your favor-
ite elementary team.  Thank you!! 

Newsletter Deadline 

9:00 a.m. Tuesday, February 23, 2010 

phillipsc@bethel.k12.oh.us 



Kindergarten Registration for 2010-2011 
     Bethel Elementary is gearing up for Kindergarten Registration.  Please mark 
your calendar and spread the word.  Registration dates are Tuesday, March 30 and 
Wednesday, March 31.  We invite you to stop in any time between 9:00-11:30 
a.m. or 1:00-3:30 p.m. to register your school-aged child for kindergarten. 
     Your child must be five years old on or before September 30, 2010.  The re-
quired information that needs to be provided to the school before your child can be 
officially registered is as follows: 

 Student birth certificate 
 Proof of residency in the Bethel Local School District 
 Student Social Security Card 
 Student record of immunization  

     Court papers allocating parental rights and responsibilities or custody (only if 
applicable to your family and child).  Please note that the court papers must be an 
official document with a blue/purple date stamp or have the official court seal on 
the document.  The elementary office will make a copy from either of these docu-
ments. 
     Please note that when registering your child, you will be required to fill out 
many forms that could take some time.  Please allow 15-20 minutes for this proc-
ess to be completed the day of your visit.  Bringing your cell phone may help with 
doctor and emergency contact numbers that may be needed on forms.  It is not 
necessary to bring your child with you to registration.  
     It is very important to get all kindergarten students registered these two desig-
nated days.  The most important being staffing for next year and getting a handle 
on how many students will be coming to Bethel at this level.  Please make every 
effort to spread the news and take care of this process.  We appreciate your help as 
we begin the initial stages of planning for a new class of students to begin their 
educational career at Bethel Local Schools. 
Special Notes: 
     Even though there have been some changes at the state level in regards to kin-
dergarten, Bethel Local Schools will continue a ½ day program for the 2010 – 
2011 school year. 
    Copies of original documents can be made in the elementary office on the day 
you register your child. 
     Please call the elementary office for a physical form or if you have questions. 



Bethel Elementary 
Miss Jodi Petty, K—6 Principal 

845-9439 
pettyj@bethel.k12.oh.us 

COSI is Coming, Volunteers needed! 
 
     Calling all parents, grandparents, aunts, uncles or anyone that loves work-
ing with our kids.  We are looking for volunteers to help with COSI on 
Wheels.  The program this year is: "Our Changing Weather".  This is the first 
time this program has been available to Bethel.  We are really excited.  The 
date is Friday, March 26.  Breakfast and lunch will be provided free of charge 
to all who help.  If you can help all or part of the day, please contact Becky 
Dupras at 657-2503 or e-mail me at coolnursemom@hotmail.com.  Thank 
you. 

The 2nd Annual Father Daughter Dance 

     The 2nd Annual Father Daughter Dance, a Masquerade Ball, will take 
place Saturday March 6, 2010 from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m.  The dance is for young 
ladies in kindergarten through 6th grade and their fathers, grandfathers or 
other adult male role model.  There will be dancing and refreshments.  The 
cost will be $5.00 per person with a maximum of $15.00 per family.  The 
dance is sponsored by the Junior Class Prom Committee, and all proceeds will 
benefit the 2010 Bethel High School Junior—Senior Prom.  Dress is semi-
formal.  Please enter through the junior high doors.  Pictures will be made 
available by the Bethel After Prom Committee for $5.00 each.  Please watch 
for an informational flyer that will come home with the girls.  If you have any 
questions, please contact Mrs. Gatrell at 845-9487 after 2:30 p.m. or by email 
at gatrellm@bethel.k12.oh.us.  Thank you for supporting the 2010 Prom 
Committee.  
       Mindy Gatrell 



Students Selected for ACES Concert 

     Eight students have been selected to represent Bethel Elementary in the 
All County Elementary Sing, Sunday, March 7.  Brandon Barnes, Mikayla 
Hoeferlin, Zachary Moore, Garrett Gatrell, Jessica King, Molly McKenny, 
Ben Tipton, and Brandon Whetstone will be singing with other 4th and 5th 
graders from Miami County.  These students will also perform with the Mel-
ody Men Barbershop Chorus.  The concert will be held at Tipp City High 
School starting at 4:00 p.m.  Everyone is welcome. 
           Deana Hoyt 

Cosmic Blobs After School Computer Class 

WHO:  3rd, 4th and 5th graders 
WHEN:  Mondays and Wednesdays, 3:15 to 4:30 p.m. 
HOW LONG:  3 weeks, February 22—March 10  
HOW MUCH:   $8.00 per child for the entire session 
WHAT:  Cosmic Blobs is a fun 3D design software for kids.  As they push, 
pull and animate their digital creations, kids learn about geometry, patterning 
and how to turn conceptual ideas into practical examples. 
     If you have questions on the program or wish to register your child, please 
contact Beth van Haaren 477-0289 or email bethvh5@yahoo.com.  Registra-
tion is on a first come – first serve basis.  The program is limited to 16 partici-
pants. 
                 Beth van Haaren 

Elementary Honor Roll and Principal’s List 
 
Honor Roll 
 
Grade 4  
Austin Bird  Megan Brookhart  Madeline Cain 
Megan Daily  Adam Donahue  Jacob Evans 
Garrett Gatrell  Delany Hardert  Alaina Hawthorn 
David Landes  Shelbie Lyons  Andy Meade 
Braden Parrish  Samuel Price  Brayden Rowley 
Olivia Rust  Hunter Shelley  Tyler Shoopman 
Kyle Smith  Ben Tipton  Brandon Whetstone 
Eli Wright 



Grade 5  
Karmen Baker  Greg Buchanan  Noah Burrowes 
Morgan Crase  Nicole Dillman  Cameron Floyd 
Brandon Gilbert  Michaela Hall  Austin Hamilton  
Graham Hardert  Mikayla Hoeferlin Hunter Jergens 
Marshall Kiplinger Daniel Resovsky  Nate Rimkus 
Shelbi Ross  Becky Schwieterman Brittany Sturtz 
Sarah Swisher  Tyler Terry  Erica Turner 
Jacob Van Tilburg Tyla Voight  

Grade 6  
Shelby Allen  Chris Bean  Regan Bowman 
Tyler Brookhart  Karlee Calhoun  Dalton Fouts 
Courtney Golden  Evan Hawthorn ` Kylie Hoskins 
Mason Isaacs  Tia Koewler  Meghan Leet 
Sarina Lyons  Bradley McCarroll Sam Pencil 
Matt Posey  Collin Rust  Riley Shaffer 
Ben Wright 

Principal’s List 

Grade 4 
Tyler Brueckman  Korry Hamlin  Abby Jones 
Ben Lawson  Jared Milliman  Alex van Haaren 
Grade 5 
Brandon Barnes  Emaleigh Bush  Adam Clark 
Logan Dix  Anna Durig  Morgan Jergens 
Zach Moore  Matt Poffenberger Ashley Young 
Grade 6 
Tyler Berkshire  Coleman Clark  Nick Gratz 
Chase Heck  Kylee Johnson  Bailey McCabe 
Olivia Norris  Kaitlyn Parker  Courtney Schmidt 
Kyla Wanamaker 

Attention Parents of 6th Graders 

     Beginning this fall, school year of 2010-2011, students must have a diphthe-
ria –tetanus booster shot before being enrolled in the 7th grade. 
       Joan Campbell 



Yearbook Staff Needs Help 
 
     Hey parents, the elementary yearbook staff needs your help.  We are still in 
need of pictures for the yearbook.  If you have any pictures from soccer, foot-
ball, Bee-ball, class parties, field trips, concerts, etc. and you think they would 
be a nice addition to the yearbook, please e-mail them to  
coolnursemom@hotmail.com or send them in an envelope or a photo CD to 
school and mark it:  Attention Becky Dupras/Kerry Jergens/Yearbook.   
Thank you. 

Miss Petty’s Cookie Dough Fundraiser, February 
4 – 18 
     I have decided to go with this fundraiser as the only one I will ask you to 
support this year,  for the Principal’s fund.  Back as everyone’s favorite, we are 
offering the Classic Recipes Cookie Dough fundraiser.  The cookies are deli-
cious and many have enjoyed the products over the last three years.  Even if 
you don’t have an elementary-aged child in school, you may place an order by 
contacting the elementary office.  Many of you have loved the product and 
wish to place orders even after your children or grandchildren have moved on 
to the junior high and high school levels.  I appreciate everyone’s support of 
this fundraiser as the money raised goes to support many school-wide needs, to 
furnish extra curricular items for students and parents, and helps to highlight 
student achievement.  The profits for our school are 40% on all sales.  Thanks 
in advance for placing an order! 

             Miss Petty 

Mother and Son Fun Night!! 
 
       The Girls have the Father Daughter Dance, and now, the Bethel After-
Prom Committee will be hosting a Mother and Son Fun Night, Saturday,  
March 13, 2010 from 6:00  -  8:00 p.m. for boys in kindergarten through 6th 
grade, and their moms.  Mark your calendars.  More information to come! 



Upcoming Testing – Please Mark Your Calendars 

     There are several time periods throughout the school year in which required 
testing of students must take place.  Getting the dates out to parents in advance 
is our goals in order to assist making vacation plans and appointments around 
those dates.  Please check your calendars and make special efforts to resched-
ule events, if at all possible, in order for your child to be at school for testing. 

March 1 – 5  Grades 2 and 4 students/Stanford Testing Week 
April 19 – 23  Grades 3, 4, 5 and 6  
   State of Ohio Achievement Testing 

     Thank you in advance for your help in getting your child’s scheduled 
cleared for the testing dates that apply to them.  It is very much appreciated. 

Bethel High Five Winners 

     The following elementary students were recently drawn as winners of the 
Bethel High Five weekly drawing: 

Kindergarten:  Abbi Fischer and Katie Houser    
First Grade:  Renae Koewler and Lisa Sebastian  
Second Grade:  Brandon Mosley and Mayson VanHoose 
Third Grade:  Jessica Gilbride and Klaudia Lowery 
Fourth Grade:  Malanie Dailey and Daniel Ross 
Fifth Grade:  Noah Roush and Noah Burrowes 
Sixth Grade:  Randy Ellish and Danielle Wade   

Most Improved Students Rewarded 

     Every homeroom teaches gets the opportunity to choose one student from 
their classroom to recognize for improvement.  The following students were 
chosen as most improved for quarter two: 

Isaiah Rutt, Luke Norris, Kylie Poindexter, Brenley Short, Caitin Hallum, 
Michaela Staggs, Wyatt Keiser, Darian Watson, Evan Rogers, Charlotte 
Kozlowski, Emily Berkshire, Paige House, Gavin Pierce, Lauren Newton,  



Important Dates  

February 18  Student of the Month Celebrations  
   8:45 and 11:35 
February 18  Miss Petty’s Cookie Dough Fundraiser Ends  
   All orders due 
February 22  TWO HOUR DELAY 
February 24  BMX Reward Assembly  
February 25   Spring Pictures—Only students with money & 
   order will be taken 
February 25   Parent-Teacher Conferences (K-12) 
February 27  B-Ball Day  
March 1 – 5   Standardized Testing  - Grades 2 and 4  
   (Stanford Test) 
March 6   Father-Daughter Dance 
March 12  NO SCHOOL – Teacher Compensation Day 
March 13   Mother-Son Round Up  
March 19th   PTO Family Fun Night at Vandalia Skate  
   World , 5:30 – 7:30 p.m. 
March 25  Cookie Dough Delivery and Parent Pick-Up  
   3:30 – 6:00 p.m. 
March 26  Elementary COSI Day 
April 5 – 9  SPRING BREAK – NO SCHOOL 
April 19– 23  Ohio Achievement Testing (Grades 3-6) 
April 26- 30  Ohio Achievement Testing – Make Up Testing  

Hannah Sortman, Cody Settles, Cassidy Anderson, Kelsey Hackney, Ash-
ley Young, Dominic Graves, Travis Schubert, Nicholas Lightcap and 
Kayla Cottrell. 
     Congratulations! 



Bethel High School 
Mr. Tim Zigler, 7—12 Principal 

845-9487 
ziglert@bethel.k12.oh.us 

Miami Valley CTC Honor Roll 

*Denotes 4.0 gpa 
 
*Kayla Fast  *Crystal Platfoot  Elizabeth Adams 
Melinda Mills  Laura Paxton  Olivia Frederick  
Vanessa Fulton  David Malin  Mercedes Nelson 
Alexandra Frame  Lacey Miller  Allison Rudd 
Bryce Renicker  Ariel Miller 

Students of the Month 

     With the holidays and activities of the past couple months, we have neglected 
to mention our Students of the Month.   Students are nominated by staff mem-
bers and then voted on by the staff at our monthly meeting.  Congratulations to 
the following students!!! 
 
 Senior - Chloe Mann, daughter of Brenda and Tim Mann 
 Senior - Ralph Lauzze, son of Tanya and Ralph Lauzze 
 Senior - Naomi Miller, daughter of Maureen Tayse and John Miller 
 Senior – Tony Viau, son of Becky and Steve Viau 

Third Quarter Interims and Spring Conferences 

     Students will be given their 3rd quarter interims Friday, February 19.  Parent 
–Teacher Conferences will be held Thursday, February 25 from 3:30 – 7:00 p.m. 
and Tuesday, March 2, from 3:15 – 6:45 p.m.  Please call Mrs. Butler in the high 
school office to schedule an appointment (845-9487). 



2nd Quarter Honor Roll and Principal’s List 
 
Principal’s List 
3.6 gpa, No grade below a “B” 
* Denotes 4.0 gpa 

Seniors 
*Kendal Banks  *Leah Cornish  *Aaron Flora 
*Taylor Hart  *Maddie Lange  *Adam Loewer 
*Scott Masin  *Jessie Miller  *Dustin Swartzbaugh 
*Kyle Terrian  *Alyssa Waitzman Emily Ellerbrock 
Michelle Callaham Mason Siler  Mike James 
Mary Pelphrey  Ralph Lauzze  Lauren Mongaraz 
Hailey Partridge  David Robinson  Jay Grusenmeyer 
Aaron Burchett  Sam Butler  Brandon Graves 
Kyle Seale  Daniel Yates 
 
Juniors 
*Amy Kasten  *Montgomery Pace *Brandon Pfledderer 
Shelby Black  Michelle Green  John Miller 
Mark Pace  Kody Kahle 
 
Sophomores 
*Kyle Hamlin  *Briana Marlatt  *Caitlin Sexton 
Bruce Pelphrey  Liana Carsner  Catie Rash 
Tricia Seigfried  Joe Zimmerman  Kim Williams 
Colin Hoke  Whitney Lang  Jeremiah Lawson 
Krista Burchett  Brooke Moore   
 

Scholarships and College Applications!  

     This is a very important time of the year for our seniors.  Please take the time 
to read through the Counseling section in this newsletter.  Mrs. Lance does an 
excellent job of posting scholarship applications and deadlines.   



Honor Roll 
3.2 gpa or better 
No grade below “C” 

Seniors 
Naomi Miller  Robert Henning  Jon Sutton 
Ryan Sayer  Courtney Danner  Max Hoffman 
Tony Viau  Brook Cornett  Jonathon Deeter 
Erika Noble  Sara Zehnder  Jennifer Glett-Wagaman 
Dylan Moore   
 
Juniors 
Leigh Ann Alexander Brooke Alwine  Kelly Artrip 
Joey Brown  Alaina Harvey  Bryce Laycock 
Taylor Wood  Kallie Landes  Cameron Price 
Joe Dupras  Lindsie Horvath  Kelsey Paden 
Morgan Rigsby  Lauren Brenner  Scott Young 
Paul Dolvin 
 
Sophomores 
Alicia Campbell  Jordan Watson  Kelsey Durham 
Ben McIntosh  Dustin Myers  Katelyn Cripps 
Renee Gilbride  Justin Hanes  Melissa Wilmoth 
Kaytlyn Snyder  Casey Viau  Jessie Boicourt 
Hannah Figlestahler Katelyn Koger  Doug Vann 
Cas Rovi  Stephanie Veldman Dusty Elsass 
Aaron Reed  Christian Kastle 

 

Freshmen 
*Emily Artz  *Emily Braisted  *Sara Dungan 
*Alyssa Jones  *Derek Longshore *Shelby McMahan 
Hannah Sexton  Ryan Terrian  Maddi Waitzman  
Michael Green  Tyler Juday  Kelsey Shoup 
Brianna Kilcrease  Katlyn Shoup  Luke Veldman  
Matt Schwieterman 



Counseling Calendar 
 
     Mark your calendars NOW for the following 2009-2010 grade reporting and 
testing dates! 

January 18 - March 12 – Ohio Test of English Language Acquisition (OTELA) 
2010 Testing, all levels K – 12 
February 19 - Third nine weeks interim progress reports issued to students 
March 15-19 – Ohio Graduation Test – ALL students of sophomore rank.  No 
Absences Please! 
Mar 26- Third nine weeks grade reports issued directly to students 
April 26 – 30 – Ohio Achievement Test – ALL seventh and eighth grade stu-
dents 

February 25  – MVCTC student visitation day, pre-registration required 
February 25 – Parent-Teacher Conferences, call 845-9487 for an appointment 
February 25 - Scholarship Meeting for Bethel students, 2:35 or 3:15 p.m. for 
students.  Parents are invited to either session, or during P/T Conference hours. 
March 2 - Parent-Teacher Conferences, call 845-9487 for an appointment 
March 5 - ACT registration deadline for April 10 ACT administration. 
www.act.org  ACT/SAT school code is 364-990. 
March 12 – No School for Bethel students….plan a college visit 
March 8 - 12 – OGT  “Prep Week” at Bethel High School, 2:35-3:15 p.m.
(Sophomores and students needing to pass a portion of the OGT should check 
the guidance bulletin board for prep week information) Ohio's Statewide Test-
ing: OGT 
March 13 - SAT Test date 
March 23 – Troy Foundation scholarship applications due in the Bethel Coun-
seling Office.   
March 25 - SAT registration deadline for May 1 SAT administration. ACT/
SAT school code is 364-990. 
March 19 - End of Third Quarter for Bethel students 

Freshmen 
Kayleigh Marshall Courtney Young  Sydney Compton 
Jacob Schroeder  Lin Xi Yang  Trey Davis 
Hui Yang  Matt Bush  Johnny Wills 
Maggi Kendall  Troy Malin  Eric Schaaf 
Mariah Stouch 



April - Last month for college visits.  Follow guidelines in student agenda book for 
an excused college visit 
April 2-9  - Spring Recess for Bethel students 
April 10 - ACT college admission test at selected sites 
April 15  – MVCTC student visitation day, pre-registration required 
April 22 - Bethel local scholarship applications due in the Bethel Counseling Office.  
Note:  Scholarship winners must report awards to the Bethel Counseling Office in 
order for awards to be recognized!!! 
April 26 – 30 – Ohio Achievement Test – ALL seventh and eighth grade students.   
April 29 - SAT registration deadline for June 5 SAT administration. ACT/SAT 
school code is 364-990. 
May 1- Bethel Alumni Banquet 
May 1 - SAT Test date 

Cincinnati Reds 2010 Straight-A Program!  The Straight-A program is designed 
to recognize those students in grades seven through twelve who have established an 
“A” or “A-” average on all their academic subjects.  Each straight-A student for the 
second nine weeks OR for the first semester will be able to select two FREE re-
served seat tickets for one of the Straight-A dates on the Reds’ 2010 schedule.  
There is absolutely no required purchase!  The following students have earned 
“Straight A” Reds tickets: 

High School     Junior High School 
Emily Artz  Kendal Banks  Kurt Hamlin 
Emily Braisted  Leah Cornish  Lytia Hart 
Sara Dungan  Aaron Flora  Marieke van Haaren 
Michael Green  Vanessa Fulton  Madeline Ellerbrock 
Alyssa Jones  Taylor Hart  Caroline Lawson 
Derek Longshore  Maddie Lange  Lindsey Nesbitt 
Shelby McMahan  Adam Loewer  James Pelphrey 
Madison Waitzman Scott Masin  Mandy Shoopman 
Liana Carsner  Jessie Miller  Christian Pfledderer 
Kyle Hamlin  Crystal Platfoot    
Briana Marlatt  Bryce Renicker   
Caitlin Sexton  Allison Rudd 
Kayla Fast   Dustin Swartzbaugh 
Amy Kasten  Kyle Terrian 
Montgomery Pace Alyssa Waitzman 
Brandon Pfledderer   

The Troy Lions Club needs your help in sending gifts to our troops in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan.  Forward the names & addresses of servicemen to any of the school of-
fices or contact John Kessler at 573-9885. 



Semester Grades are the grades appearing on each permanent high school tran-
script for students in grades 9-12.  The semester grade is a combination of the 
grades for each of the first and second nine weeks, plus the exam grade.  Credit 
is awarded at the end of a course at Bethel High School.  Students with passing 
semester grades will earn 1/2 credit for each semester course for which they are 
enrolled.  Physical Education is the exception, which awards 1/4 credit for the 
semester.  Twenty-one Carnegie units of credit are required for graduation at 
Bethel High School.  Grades throughout the junior high and high school career 
are important.  Grades earned can be used to examine study habits, prioritize, set 
goals, and work a plan to reach goals as needed.  

Senior Application Celebration!!! Many seniors are now receiving their ac-
ceptance letters from their colleges of choice.  Unfortunately, Bethel school 
rarely receives notification of acceptance to colleges or scholarship awards.  In 
order to recognize such accomplishments, students need to stop into the Bethel 
Counseling office with official notification.  Bethel is proud of their students 
and would like to acknowledge their success! 

Congratulations to Madeline Lange who has been accepted to Denison Univer-
sity, and Dylan Moore who has been accepted to Wright State University! 

Class Scheduling!  Scheduling for the 2010-2011 school year is under way.  
The process begins by pre-scheduling students and interviewing teachers, in 
order to build a master schedule as accurate as possible.  Consider the following 
thoughts about course selections for next school year.  Ann Larson, Associate 
Director of Admissions at Miami University, Oxford Ohio, encourages students 
to “stretch themselves” within the curriculum offered at any high school.  All 
four years of the high school career are examined with the “strength” of the sen-
ior year being tantamount.  Students should take the most challenging courses 
offered at high school if they wish to gain admission to competitive colleges.  
Colleges aren’t looking for students who “coast” in their final year of high 
school.  Admissions officers are looking for students who are preparing them-
selves fully for transition into college classes.  These are the students who are 
most likely to survive their freshman year at college and are most likely to make 
a contribution to their respective colleges. 
     The high school curriculum is the first formal training toward a career, and in 
choosing a career, students and parents must keep three major points in mind.  
First, know yourself.  By taking a variety of classes and by participating in a 
variety of extracurricular school and community activities, students can become 
aware of their values, interests, and abilities.  Secondly, investigate careers.   



Spend time with people on-the-job to learn pros and cons of the job, or get a 
part-time job in that career field.  Third, consider the training required for 
career areas of interest.  Investigate levels of training required such as an As-
sociate of Bachelor’s degree, or special requirements such as the ability to lift 
60 pounds or more.  With “the big three” in mind, develop a realistic plan to 
achieve training required. 

Post Secondary Enrollment Options Program (PSEOP).  By Ohio law, 
high school students in grades nine through twelve in the 2010-2011 school 
year are potentially eligible for the Post Secondary Enrollment Options Pro-
gram (PSEOP) program.  The PSEOP was founded as a program for talented 
and gifted students as enrichment beyond their high school curriculum.  The 
program also serves as a good stepping-stone to college.  Enrollment in this 
program requires a 2.5 grade point average.  A mandatory meeting was held 
for interested students on February 3, 2010.   
     The next step for students who attended the meeting and wish to partici-
pate in the program for 2010-2011, is to turn the “Intent to Participate” form 
and the “Mandatory Counseling” form in to the Bethel Counseling Office by 
March 30, 2010.  Then, during the month of April students can test at their 
respective colleges of choice, as their first college admission requirement.  
Current PSEO students are asked to schedule an appointment with their Be-
thel school counselor to verify college courses for the Winter quarter/Spring 
semester.  Appointments with college counselors may or may not be required 
depending on the college attended, but are definitely advised! 
     www.transfer.org will introduce you to the Course Applicability System 
(CAS).  This  program will connect you with institutions of higher learning to 
become aware of course requirements for college majors.  Especially helpful 
for PSEO students, CAS can compare two or more colleges and how course-
work might transfer. 

Juniors who’s niche lies in the area of Social Studies, or who are interested 
in a career in Political Science should investigate Buckeye Boys and Girls 
State.  By attending this week-long government seminar in June, students 
recognized by the American Legion or the American Legion Auxiliary for 
their leadership, communication skills and knowledge of governmental op-
erations are given the opportunity to further compete in their senior year for 
participation in the U.S. Senate Youth Program.  More information is avail-
able through the Social Studies department, Bethel Counseling Office, or at 
www.ohiobuckeyeboysstate.org. 



Juniors!!!!  Sophomores and Juniors still undecided about their career paths 
may visit the Miami Valley Career Technology Center (MVCTC) on selected 
dates (see calendar).  MVCTC APPLICATIONS have been submitted to the 
Career Technology Center.  Students will learn of their admission status in 
April.  Applications are still being accepted, but on a late basis.  

FAFSA and SAR.  If you are seeking 2010-2011 federal financial aid for 
college, you’ve already mailed the Free Application for Federal Student Aid 
(FAFSA) form.  Next comes the Student Aid Report (SAR).  The SAR has the 
information you provided on your FAFSA, messages from the processor, and 
some calculations.  Make corrections, and check the schools with which you 
have applied for admission to see if they can make the changes electronically.  
If not, mail the corrected version of the SAR back to the processor.  To send 
reports to additional schools, add the school’s name to the SAR and send it 
back to the processor.  Financial Aid may play a very important part in choos-
ing a college.  To make this decision, college financial aid offices should sup-
ply the following information 
1.  How much financial aid will I receive?  Will he/she be billed for his/her 
share of the costs?  Are there any other costs not accounted for in the aid offer 
that the student should plan for, such as expenses for books, room and board, 
transportation, or personal needs?   
2.  If the student and/or the student’s family cannot meet the financial respon-
sibilities from current income or assets, what financing options are available 
to help them pay their share? 
3.  Will the financial aid office provide each student with an explanation of 
how his or her expected family contribution, financial need, and award pack-
age was determined? 
4.  If the financial aid award package is insufficient to make it possible for the 
student to attend this institution, under what conditions, if any, will the aid 
office reconsider its offer? 
5.  What are the terms/conditions of the aid programs included in the student’s 
award package?  Regarding renewal, what are the academic requirements or 
other conditions of the renewal of financial aid, including scholarships? 
6.  How will the student’s aid package change from year to year?  Will loan 
amounts increase?  What impact will cost increases have on the aid package?  
What will happen if the student’s financial situation changes?  What will hap-
pen if the student’s or another family member’s enrollment status changes? 
7.  What amount of student loan debt does your typical student borrower have 
once he/she finished college? 



Financial Aid Web Sites: 
 www.fafsa.ed.gov 

 www.ed.gov/studentaid  
 www.finaid.org 
 www.cashe.com or  www.salliemae.com 
 students.gov  
 www.pin.ed.gov 

Junior College Admission Testing.  It is time for JUNIORS to register for the 
ACT or SAT college admission tests.  The ACT or the SAT test is required to 
enter a four year college or university.  Juniors should take both the SAT and 
ACT at least once by the end of the junior year.  Check the counseling calendar 
for registration postmark deadlines. 
     Beginning with the new calendar year, writing prompts will be added to 
both the ACT and the SAT.  The ACT offers writing as an optional part of the 
test while the SAT includes a mandatory writing prompt.  Colleges and Uni-
versities are increasingly requesting a standardized assessment of a student’s 
writing skills.  Check with the college or university in question, or to keep op-
tions open, register to take both the SAT and ACT after the first of the year 
with the writing option.  A partial list of institutions requiring writing begin-
ning with the Class of 2006 is on www.collegeboard.com 

What is a “good” score on the ACT?  On a scale of 1-36, nationally the 
graduating class of 2001 scored an average of 21.  Over 50% of the more than 
one million students in that group earned between an 18 and a 24.  Students 
overall earned higher scores when they completed a college preparatory cur-
riculum in high school.  Different colleges/universities have different national 
score standards, and what is acceptable for one may not be acceptable for an-
other.  It is important for students to learn more about the colleges they are 
considering, and use their interests, desired major, and ability level to help 
them identify schools that are a good match for them.  Many materials are 
available in the Bethel Counseling Office and Media Center which can assist 
with and expedite this process. 

Scholarships!!!!! Have you checked the Bethel Web Page for scholarship list-
ings????  www.bethel.k12.oh.us 

Have you checked scholarship postings in the Bethel Counseling Office????  
Scholarship opportunities are based on three major underlying themes:  Academ-
ics (Test Scores and Grade Point Average); Financial Need; and Community Ser-
vice.  Any individual who intends to compete for scholarships toward the end of  



their high school career is reminded that cumulative grade point averages are 
determined from the beginning of the freshman year of high school.  Before 
high school, establishing good study habits in elementary and junior high 
school are essential for anyone who desires to be competitive.  The competi-
tive edge in community service lies in years of involvement and countless 
hours of volunteerism.  National scholarship competitions do not necessarily 
have higher standards than locally based scholarships, but keep in mind that 
the competition is much greater!  A general rule of thumb...always be the 
best you can be whatever the task and whether you win a scholarship or not, 
you will be a winner! 
          Mara Lance 
              7-12 Guidance Counselor 

Cultural Summer Opportunity! Deadline March 
31, 2010! 

     The Ohio State University Department of Linguistics is proud to an-
nounce the 2010 Summer Linguistic Institute for Youth Scholars (SLIYS), a 
weeklong summer event taking place on OSU’s main campus in Columbus.  
The SLIYS program is designed for high school students interested in the 
study of language. By discovering more about the way that language works, 
it is believed that participants will become better students of language.  The 
program is filled with activities that will teach students how to make 
“exotic” sounds from other languages; why people speak with foreign ac-
cents; how to avoid typical errors that may make their speech sound non-
native; the various ways that cultural differences are expressed in language; 
and how languages differ in terms of sounds, writing systems, and the mean-
ing and structure of words and sentences. 
     Students who wish to apply to the program can obtain an application and 
teacher recommendation form from the SLIYS website,  
http://linguistics.osu.edu/SLIYS.  The priority deadline for applications is 
March 31, 2010.  Need-based financial assistance is available. 
     Contact Professor and Chair, Beth Hume from the Department of Lin-
guistics at OSU at 614-292-2577 or ehume@ling.osu.edu for more informa-
tion.  It sounds great for the student who is ALWAYS asking “why?”. 
            Sra. Julie Gillespie 

 



Bethel Junior High 
Michael Johnston, Assistant Principal 

845-9430 
johnstonm@bethel.k12.oh.us 

2nd Quarter Principal’s List and Honor Roll 
 
Principal’s List 
3.6 gpa and above, No grade below a “B” 
*denotes 4.0 gpa 
 
Grade 8 
*Madeline Ellerbrock *Caroline Lawson *Christian Pfledderer 
*Mandy Shoopman Cody Robinson  Katelyn Kahle  
Katie Laycock  James Pelphrey  Dana Pencil  
Thomas Stevens  Tyler Banks  Jason Clendening 
Chris Morris  Caleb van Haaren  Emily Mongaraz 
Savannah Diddle  Eric Landes  Ethan VanTilburg 
Henry Wolski 
 
 

Junior High District Spelling Bee 
 
     Cody Robinson, the Bethel Junior High Spelling Bee Champion, repre-
sented Bethel Junior High School in the District Spelling Bee which was  
held at Miami East Junior High School Wednesday, January 20. Cody fin-
ished 3rd in the district competition.  The word that eliminated Cody was 
“rutabaga”.  Cody was disappointed in his performance; however, he repre-
sented the junior high school in a positive manner. We are very proud of 
Cody and his efforts!! 



Honor Roll 
3.2 gpa or better 
No grade below a “C” 
 
Grade 8 
Cameron Cerbus  Noah Parker  Jacob Pytel 
Savannah Swisher Tristan Thomas  Kurt Henning 
Lindsey Nesbitt  Linsey North  Paige King 
David Dupras 
 
Grade 7 
Winfield Hawthorn Tomasz Owca  Bobbi-Jo Myers  
Mikaela Mead  Carlos Panzardi  Jacob Artz 
Tiffany Doyle  Angel White  Paige Compton  
Mandi Hamilton  Kembre Wenrick  Nick Wanamaker 
 

Grade 7 
*Kurt Hamlin  *Lytia Hart  *Marieke van Haaren 
Katie Gilbride  Karen Williams  Kayleigh Hopping 
Jacob Watson  Jillian Callaham  Rachael Doyle 
Emily Hussong  Jacob Smith  Breanne Whetstone 
Brooke Artz  Brianna Baker  Erin Gilbert 
Alex Wanamaker 

Junior High Fundraiser 
 
     Bethel Junior High School kicked off their second fund raiser of the year 
February 8, 2010.  The sale will end February 23.  Students will be selling 
cheese, sausage, candles and flower bulbs.  All junior high school students 
are encouraged to participate in the sale; however, no student is required to 
participate. 
     The purpose of the spring fundraiser is to raise money to help current 7th 
grade students pay for their 8th grade trip to Washington, D.C. in March, 
2011.  Records are kept of the profits made by each student.  Their profit is 
then credited toward the cost of their trip.  If they do not participate in the 
trip the money they earned will remain in the class treasury.   



7-12 Sports 

     Money raised by students currently in the 8th grade will be deposited in the 
class treasury and go with the class as they enter the high school and will eventu-
ally be used for class activities in the high school. 
     If you have any questions regarding the fund raiser, please contact Mr. Johns-
ton at 845-9430.        

Junior High Students of the Month 
     Each month, the Bethel Junior High School faculty selects four students to be 
recognized as students of the month.  The criteria used in the selection of student 
of the month are as follows: 
  *Above average academic performance and/or significant  
  improvement in academic performance. 
  *Attitude 
  *Classroom Participation 
  *Behavior Record 
  *Attendance Record 
  *Citizenship 

Students selected as students of the month receive a $10.00 gift certificate, pro-
vided by the Bethel P.T.O., and a certificate of achievement.  The students of the 
month for December, 2009 are: 
   
8th Grade     7th Grade 
Amanda  Shoopman    Lytia Hart 
Thomas  Stevens     Kevin Smith 

                                 Congratulations!! 

Coaching Positions Available 

     Bethel Local Schools has several coaching positions open for the fall of 2010.  
We are currently taking applications for junior high volleyball, high school volley-
ball, and high school girls soccer coaches.  Applications are available on the 
www.bethel.k12.oh.us website.  If you have any questions, please contact Mr. 
Zigler at 845-9487. 



Bethel High School Athletic Hall of Fame 

     Congratulations to the newest members of the Bethel High School  
Athletic Hall of Fame.  Inductees are: 
  Linda McElhaney  -  1973 
     Scott Senseman  -  1982 
      Colin Spencer  -  1993 
       Ryan Priaulx  -  2000 
     Inductions took place February 6, 2010.  The inductees, their guests, and 
other members of the Hall of Fame enjoyed a dinner reception, and were 
guests at the Varsity Basketball game.  Congratulations to these fine Bethel 
athletes! 

Sports News 
 
     We are wrapping up our winter sports schedule and will soon be in tour-
nament action. 
     Spring sports (baseball, softball and track) will begin their practice season 
Monday March 8.  Students will be allowed to condition and practice, but 
parents and athletes are reminded that third quarter grading period will end 
March 19.  Third quarter grades are used to determine eligibility for spring 
sports.  Valid physicals are required.  If you are unsure if your physical is 
still valid, contact Mrs. Phillips at 845-9487 ext. 3110. 

Groups and Organizations 

Music Boosters Update: A Busy Winter and 
Spring Ahead 

     Selected instrumental students will be leaving February 11 for Morehead 
State University's Instrumental Program.  They will return Sunday, February 
14. 
     Scelese Swinderman and Lynn Serra are working on the annual Lasagna 
Dinner scheduled for Tuesday, March 16, 2010 from 5:00 to 7:30 p.m. in the 
High School Gym.  We appreciate all parent assistance and volunteers. 
 



     There are still cheesecakes left.  These are great right out of the freezer 
and make a quick desert if necessary.  Contact the Music Department if you 
would like to purchase a great tasting cheesecake at $10.00. 
     Alice and Ben Pace continue to look for their replacement as chairpersons 
of the Bob Evans Sausage Booth.  We need parents of younger music stu-
dents to step up to bat.  Alice has some creative ways to do the chairperson-
ships....including co or tri chairing.  Contact the Music Department so Mr. 
Elam can forward your name to Alice and Ben. 
     Finally, we want to thank Jay Grusenmeyer for using his Eagle Scout 
Project for partial renovation of the sausage booth.  Jay is ready to submit 
the final project and we had the opportunity to review it at the last Booster 
Meeting. 
     Due to Musical rehearsals there will be NO Booster Meeting in February 
or March.  The next meeting of the Boosters will be Monday, April 26 at 
7:00  p.m. in the Music Room.  We hope that parents will join us for this 
meeting. 
       John S. Miller 

Bethel Bumble Bees 4H Club 
     Now is the time for youth ages 9-18 to consider joining a 4H club.  Clubs 
in Miami County focus on a variety of projects from animals, agriculture, 
food and nutrition, and sewing, to projects dealing with science and general 
interests.  All are designed toward educating youth in a specific topic area. 
     The Bethel Bumble Bees 4-H Club is one of several clubs in Miami 
County.  It is a club that deals with everything but animals.  Anyone inter-
ested in joining the club, or just wanting more information, is invited to at-
tend a meeting Sunday, February 21 at 7:00 p.m. at the Corbetts, 2680 West 
Charleston Road.  This meeting is for those returning from last year and 
those interested in joining this year.  Parents are asked to attend so guide-
lines can be discussed and paperwork can be filled out and signed.  Please 
contact Claire Corbett at 669-9540, for more information or any questions 
you may have.   



Final "OVERTIME”, February 12, 2010 
 
     All good things come to an end and so it is with the "Overtimes" for the 
2009-2010 Basketball season.  It saddens us at the West Charleston Church of 
the Brethren to see it end because we so enjoy the time we get to spend with 
the Bethel youth during "Overtime".  Parents are to be congratulated because 
there is no finer group of young people anywhere than in the Bethel commu-
nity!  The 'cookie brigade' is in action, the pizza will be hot and ready and the 
corn hole games will be in place.  Plan to meet up with your friends after the 
Bradford game, Friday, February 12 for "OVERTIME".  See you there! 

Brandt United Methodist Church  
Annual Valentines Dinner/Dance 

February 13 
Dinner 6:00—7:00 p.m. 

Live Music  7:00—9:00 p.m. 
Silent Auction and Keepsake Pictures taken  
Tickets:  Adults $10.00, $12.00 at the door 

Children Age 4-12 $5.00, Age 3 and under free. 
Free childcare & activities for children 12 and under. 

6805 East State Route 40 
Brandt, 45371 

RSVP (937) 845-8025  
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